AATImMes

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings and Events in Victori a, Australia

Report to Areas B, C and D Southern Region - May 20 09

The AATimes website and publications are published by AA members under guidelines approved
by Areas B, C and D in the Southern Region of Australia. (See guidelines
http://www.aatimes.org.au/aboutus/ ) The guidelines specify that the editor should make a regular
report, so here it is.

AATimes Web site
www.aatimes.org.au
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The website gets over 400 visitors each week. This graph shows the weekly visitors over the
past year. The ‘spike’ in traffic in November 2008 is the result of an article published in The Age
newspaper which mentioned AA and included a link to the AATimes website. It really proves
that even a small amount of Pl can raise public awareness of AA. There were an extra 150
visitors to the site on that one day.
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Newsletter

In the past twelve months we have advertised around 280 AA events on the website and in the
weekly email newsletter.

There are currently 450 groups and individual members who receive the AATimes event
newsletter each week, so it's very popular.

A number of groups have introduced a new ‘service’ position within the group for a member to,
each week, print out the latest AATimes newsletter and bring it along to the meeting. This can
be a great commitment; especially for newcomers and it also means that the member gets to
know what's going on in AA around Melbourne and Victoria.
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Meetings Lists

The AATimes currently lists 395 weekly meetings in Melbourne and country Victoria. In the past
year, 36 new meetings have opened, and 26 have closed.

The on-line meetings list is updated as soon as we have information about a new meeting or a
change to an existing meeting. Downloadable lists suitable for printing on A4 paper are
available and are updated once or twice a month.
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Country Victoria

AA Ballarat District
(03) 5364 2915

Map of meetings

One of the popular features of the
website is the interactive Google map
which shows all the meetings in Victoria.

Members can zoom in and out, and pan

around to able to quickly find meetings
close by.
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National Office Website Meetings list

Whenever we update meetings information on the AATimes website, we also make the same
changes on the National AA Website meetings lists (see www.aa.org.au) so the information is
always up to date on both sites. In other states, it is the local CSO that maintains this
information on the National Website but, in Victoria, this is done by the AATimes volunteers.

You may have noticed that the National Website has had a fantastic facelift recently and is
looking very sharp. Searching for meeting information is now easier, and members are able to
search and select meetings, then get a printout of just the meetings they select.

One of the new features on the National Website is that it can now show a map for each
meeting to make it easier for members to find. When this was introduced earlier this year,
volunteers around Australia spent a lot of time researching to locate each meeting in Google so
that the longitude and latitude could be recorded and used to plot the meetings onto the maps.
But, because we already had that information here in the AATimes, it took us no time at all to
simply supply the relevant information directly to the National Office so it could be uploaded into
their database.

Mobile Phone access

Most modern mobile phones are able to access information on the internet. So we have made
special versions of the AATimes that are easy to view on phones. You can view the list of all
meetings — Melbourne and country — and they can be viewed by suburb or by day. You can
find all the latest event information as well as a copy of the AA Preamble , the 12 Steps, and
the 12 Traditions .

For most phones , it's best to use this URL to view
the AATimes: m.aatimes.org.au

iPhone
If you use an iPhone, we have a version for that too.

Use this URL on the iPhone:
iphone.aatimes.org.au

Older phones
If you have an older phone that
uses WAP, you can use this URL:

wap.aatimes.org.au

Twitter

We like to keep up with the latest trends on the internet, and the
latest thing is Twitter.

Twitter is a service for people to communicate and stay connected through the exchange of quick,
frequent messages. Now, the AATimes ‘twitters’ each day - sending out messages about upcoming
events, new meetings and meeting changes.

You can connect from your twitter account via a PC or a ‘twitter’ client on your mobile phone. Just
‘follow’ AATimes here - http://twitter.com/aatimes
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Phone numbers and links

The AATimes website includes phone numbers for contacting AA and links to the websites for
various service bodies and the AA groups in Victoria who have their own web pages.

Alcoholics Anonymous Australia National website
AA Victoria

Frankston and Peninsula
Ballarat

Bendigo

Geelong

Shepparton

VicYPAA

Melbourne AA Steps Weekend
Area C

Area D

Balwyn Group

Box Hill Group

City Group

The Deal - Men's Stag Meeting
Eureka Group

Flemington Discussion Group
Harmony Group

Heidelberg Discussion

Phone

03 9429 1833

1300 880 390 (24hr)
03 5364 2915 (24hr)
03 5435 3167 (24hr)
03 5229 1710 (24hr)
03 5831 6742 (24hr)

Link
Www.aa.org.au
www.aavictoria.com.au

www.aabendigo.org.au

www.vicypaa.org

stepsweekend.aagroup.org.au
Www.aaareac.org.au

www.aread.org.au

balwyn.aagroup.org.au

boxhill.aagroup.org.au

city.aagroup.org.au

www.thedealaa.com
sites.google.com/site/eurekaaagroup
www.aatimes.org.au/group/flemingtondiscussion
www.aatimes.org.au/group/harmony
www.aatimes.org.au/group/heidelbergdiscussion

It'll Be Right Group

Pass It On Group

Road To Recovery Group
Steps in Frankston Group
Steps in St Kilda

Women in the City

itllberight.aagroup.org.au
passiton.aagroup.org.au
www.aatimes.org.au/group/roadtorecovery
stepsinfrankston.aagroup.org.au
stepsinstkilda.aagroup.org.au
womeninthecity.aagroup.org.au

Finances

We continue to operate on a shoe-string budget and don’t need much money. Our only
expenses are domain name registration and web server costs.

We have recently paid for web hosting and domain registration for the next two years:

Domain name — aatimes.org - for 2 years: $40.00

Domain name — aatimes.org.au - for 2 years: $19.00

Web hosting - for 2 years: $214.20
Total for the next 2 years: $273.20

In the past few years, these costs have been reimbursed to us - half each by Areas C and D -
and we will be requesting this assistance again this year.

Advisory Committee

The AATimes has an advisory committee consisting of the Southern Region Trustee and a
representative from Areas B, C and D. The guidelines cover the day to day operations of the
AATimes, so it is rare that the committee gets involved, but it's useful for the editor to be able to
get advice from the members of the committee should the need arise.

Volunteers

We've had a few volunteers working on the AATimes over the years but, at the moment it's
mainly done by David M, Guy H from Frankston and Chris L. Guy does the weekly newsletter,
and Chris does most of the proof reading.

If anyone would like to help out with the day to day maintenance of meetings and events, let us
know. We can always use a helping hand.

Yours in service,

David M — AATimes Editor
Phone: 0414 908 304

Email: editor@aatimes.org.au
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